
 

Wellingtonian Hudson Moody loves 
the variety of work that comes with 
being a Licensed Cadastral Surveyor. 
 

HOULD you ever need to know the measure of things, 
Hudson Moody is the man to see. 

The Wellington surveyor has done everything from oil 
exploration in Australia to setting up an athletic track, and one 
of his specialties is measuring sunlight. 

He is one of those lucky people who accidentally fell into a 
job he loves. 

"I left school at the end of the sixth form, basically not 
knowing what I was going to do, and I wanted a job with a 
mix of indoors and outdoors work. 

"At the time, my sister's boyfriend was working as a 
surveyor and he suggested I consider a career in surveying. 

"Having a bit of a maths and science bent, I thought I'd try 
it. So I got the Yellow Pages, started walking around all the 
firms in town and ended up at the offices of Climie Spencer 
and Holmes Miller. 

. "I spoke to Sir Joseph Holmes Miller, who said he'd get 
back to me. A week went by and I hadn't heard anything so I 
rang him up and he said, 'That's right, I'd been meaning to ring 
you. When can you start?'." 

Mr Moody went in the next week, and that was that for 
him. "I sort of fell into it, and I absolutely loved it then and I 
still do now," he says. 

"No two days are ever the same as there's a huge variety in 
the ~ of work we do and the people we deal with." 

Mr Moody, 52, is a born and bred Wellingtonian and lives 
in Churton Park with wife Sue and sons Ryan and Connor. 
Hudson Moody 

He has spent most ofhis life in the capital, apart from stints 
studying at Otago University, and working in that big dusty 
place across the Tasman. 

"It was on a seismic exploration crew. . . and I spent the 
next 18 months charging around the Outback in Landcruisers, 
and occasionally in helicopters, doing all manner of things 
associated with oil exploration. " 

They didn't find any oil, but the workers had a good time. 
"I heard that they spent $70m searching, drilled three wells, 

and hit water each time. 
"It was pretty hot and dusty, and they were harsh 

conditions. But the money was good at the time. 
"I eventually had enough of that and decided to come back 

home. 
"So I went back in to Climie Spencer just to say hello and 

to see if they had any work. They said they might have some 
part-time work for me. And I've been here ever since." 

In 1989 he and his wife moved south so Mr Moody could 
study towards a bachelor of surveying at the University of 
Otago. 

"I had an absolute ball as an adult student. I made a lot of 
great friends down there and still keep in touch with many of 
them." 

He came back to Wellington a couple of years later, 
completed the Survey Boards' requirements for registration 
and became a registered surveyor. Then the government, in its 
wisdom, deregulated the profession and he suddenly ceased to 
be just a surveyor. 

"Our professional title became that of a Licensed Cadastral 
Surveyor." 

The present company's heritage can be traced through a 
number of name changes from Climie Spencer & Holmes 
Miller, to Spencer Holmes Miller & Jackson, to Spencer 
Holmes Miller Partners, which led to the present name of 
Spencer Holmes. In 2001 Mr Moody became a director of 
Spencer Holmes. 
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Being multi-disciplined, the company's 
staff cover a number of areas including 
structural, civil and fire engineering, 
resource management and of course land 
surveying, which he says gives the 
company the ability to service clientele 
covering the private and corporate sectors. 

"From a surveying perspective, we 
handle all kinds of measuring, be it related 
to the land or the buildings on it. 

"Topographical surveys are one of our 
specialties and the colour plans we 
produce for our clients are, in our view, 
second to none in the industry. 

"We also complete a lot of land transfer survey work which 
is to do with the title of land, subdivisions, unit titles and the 
like. 

"Every now and then - and you never know when they're 
going to come up - you get those really interesting jobs which 
requires creative solutions. 

"One of the more interesting jobs I have worked on in 
recent years was for Harker Underground who were 
contracted by the WCC to complete a major stormwater 
upgrade project through the middle of the Wellington CBD. 

"Harkers used a tunnel boring machine and associated pipe 
jacking techniques to complete the job which involved 
excavating small pits in the road that were up to 12m deep and 
sometimes below sea level. 

"The tunnel-boring machine was deployed in one pit and 
retrieved at another some distance up the road with pipes 
being pushed along behind it. My job was to keep them going 
in the right direction and at the right grade. 

"This often involved working in the mud and water at all 
hours of the day, all days of the week. It was a very rewarding 
job, the success of which was measured by the fact that the 
boring machine arrived as expected at the retrieval pit, often 
under the watchful eye of the media and council officials." 

Being a good surveyor naturally means being a stickler for 
detail. That was a good quality for setting up the athletic track 
at Newtown Park when it was last resurfaced. 

"All those paint lines that mark out the running lanes and 
throwing areas are measured to very accurate tolerances." 

With work like this, it is useful to have a good head for 
maths, and Mr Moody says being a good communicator helps 
a lot as well. 

"Another thing business partner Ralph Jorgensen and I 
have noticed is that a lot of good surveyors are very practical 
people who can build things and solve problems." Technology 
has played a big part in shaping modern surveying techniques. 

Traditionally, a field party would have a theodolite and a 
steel chain for measuring and calculations were made using 
early electronic calculators. 

Nowadays it's all electronic, with everything from robotic 
theodolites with onboard data recorders, metal detectors for 
locating old survey marks, two-way radios, sophisticated 
calculators, GPS equipment and portable computers. 

"From a legislative point of view, we've got the Resource 
Management Act, district plans, and there's the Land Transfer 
Act, the Unit Titles Acts and Fencing Act and all manner of 
associated legislation. 

"You never stop learning. Each day presents an opportunity 
to learn something new. The land titles records for New 
Zealand date back over 150 years and every now and then we 
are required to search back through those records to trace 
details of land ownership. 

"This is like a treasure hunt and provides a great insight as 
to what life for early surveyors was like." 

Mr Moody is also a specialist in 
measuring sunlight, which is at something 
of a premium as cities grow upwards and 
people are concerned about the effects of 
new buildings on their properties. 

"The district plan involves 
requirements for the protection of sunlight 
to adjoining properties both in the city and 
the surrounding residential areas. 

"Some 12 years ago I became involved 
with some of the early shading 
assessments undertaken in conjunction 
with applications for resource consent, 

"This early involvement provided an opportunity to 
develop an area of  expertise which has ultimately led to more 
specialised work as an expert witness for resource consent and 
Environment Court hearings. 

"Spencer Holmes are advocates of low impact residential 
development whereby any earthworks associated with a 
subdivision are kept to the bare minimum. This is achieved by 
careful design, focusing on road alignments that follow the 
contours of the land thus avoiding the need for mass 
earthworks." 

"There is a wide variety of specialist areas for surveyors to 
become involved with including construction, cadastral, 
hydrographic and topographic survey work. So there is no 
shortage of interesting areas to explore." 

Mr Moody has his own interest in the sea, but it's more 
about landing things from it than the land beneath. As a keen 
fisherman, he's often at sea fishing out of Paremata from his 
boat, and every now and then he'll go north for some big game 
fishing at Three Kings. 

And it goes without saying that every fish caught is very 
accurately measured. 

For more information go to: 
spencerholmes.co.nz 
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